Cook-Off for Carers

It was hardly Masterchef but it proved to be a challenge none-the-less when four business people put themselves in the firing line to have a go at cooking a recipe from the young carers’ We Cook, We Care recipe book.
Gloucestershire Young Carers challenged Cheltenham MP Martin Horwood, Echo editor Kevan Blackadder, Solicitor Mat Waddington and the charity’s own marketing manager Jane Dyer to a ‘cook-off’.
Although the Editor won the standard of quality in the Enchiladas that were produced was high enough to get the thumbs up from Cheltenham young carers group members who attended the event at Waitrose.
And after more than a dozen youngsters tasted the four platefuls, it was "Echo man", as Kevan was dubbed by the youngsters, who took first prize, with Matt getting top marks for presentation.
Kevan said: "I certainly didn't expect to win, but I have to say I enjoyed getting more votes than Martin."
Two of the Young Carers Forum, Owen and Kaydee got the opportunity to put some serious questions to MP Martin Horwood during the event. 
Martin said: "It's been great fun, but we all know there's a serious side to this as well.
"The youngsters have made some important points which I'll be passing on to Paul Burstow, the minister responsible for social care.
"More control in the health service is passing to GPs, but are they aware of the needs of young carers? It is crucial that's taken into account."
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